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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-6, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 
1 ,5 1 6, 1 52 to Dumont. Dumont discloses a doorknob assembly comprising; 

a first support plate (1 1), a second support plate (12) coupled to the first support plate for 
pivoting movement about an axis, and a knob (10) rotatable about the axis and movable axially 
along the axis between a first axial position and a second axial position, the knob having a pair of 
stop members (9) extending forwardly from an inside wall of the knob, a rotation limiter 
comprising a lock member (2) coupled to the second support plate, the lock member having a 
pair of radial segments (3), a slip disc (6) rotatable about the axis, the slip disc having first and 
second tabs (7, 8), the first tab (7) being configured for receipt between the radial segments of 
the lock member when the knob is moved fi-om the first position to the second position, and the 
second tab (8) being received between the stop members, and a spring (13) arranged to bias the 
slip disc for rotation with the knob. 

As to claims 2-4, the slip disk rotates with the knob in a first direction (clockwise) during 
movement of the knob through a first angular displacement corresponding to movement of the 
first tab between the radial segments, and wherein the knob continues to rotate in the first 
direction relative to the slip disk through a second angular displacement corresponding to 
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movement of the second tab between the stop members at least 60 degrees. 

As to claims 5 and 6, a drive shaft (1) is rotatable about the axis, wherein the first support 
plate, the second support plate and the lock member are rotatably mounted on the drive shaft, 
wherein the knob is mounted on the drive shaft for rotation therewith, wherein the knob includes 
a hub portion (4), and wherein the slip disc is rotatably mounted on the hub portion between the 
lock member and the knob. Further, the drive shaft has a non-round portion (distal end), and 
wherein the hub portion of the knob has a complementary non-round bore for receiving a 
fastener, the knob is movable axially along the drive shaft between the first and second positions 
while transmitting the rotation of the knob to the drive shaft. 

Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 
1 ,5 1 6, 1 52 to Dumont. Dumont discloses a doorknob assembly comprising; 

a first support plate (1), a second support plate (2) coupled to the first support plate for 
pivoting movement about an axis and a knob (10) rotatable about the axis and movable axially 
along the axis between a first axial position and a second axial position, the second support plate 
having a first tab-receiving space (4), the knob having a second tab- receiving space (interior of 
doorknob), a rotation limiter comprising a slip disc (6) rotatable about the axis, the slip disk 
having a first tab (7) and a second tab (8), the first tab moving into the first tab- receiving space 
when the knob is moved from the first position to the second position, the second tab being 
received in the second tab-receiving space. 
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Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 1,516,152 to 
Dumont. Dumont discloses a doorknob assembly comprising; 

a first hinge member (lock bolt handle in Fig.l), a second hinge member (1 1, 1, 2, 6, 10) 
coupled to the first hinge member for pivoting movement about an axis, the second hinge 
member having a first tab-receiving space (2), a knob (10) rotatable about the axis and movable 
axially along the axis between a first axial position and a second axial position, the knob having 
a second tab-receiving space (interior of doorknob/Fig.4), and a slip disk (6) rotatable about the 
axis, the slip disk having a main portion (5), a first tab (7) and a second tab (8), the first tab 
moving into the first tab-receiving space when the knob is moved from the first position to the 
second position, the second tab being received in the second tab-receiving space, the slip disk 
rotating with the knob in a first direction during movement of the knob through a first angular 
displacement corresponding to movement of the first tab through the first tab-receiving space, 
and the knob continuing to rotate in the first direction relative to the slip disk through a second 
angular displacement corresponding to movement of the second tab relative to the second tab- 
receiving space. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by USPN 1,516,152 to 
Dumont. Dumont discloses a doorknob assembly comprising; 

a first (lock bolt assembly in Fig. 1) hinge member and second (1 1, 1, 2, 6, 10) hinge 
member coupled together for rotation about an axis, a lock (latch tongue seen in Fig. 1) movable 
between a locking position in which the first and second hinge members are prevented from 
rotating about the axis and a releasing position in which the first and second hinge members are 
permitted to rotate about the axis, a knob (10) rotatable about the axis and movable along the 
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axis, the lock moving from the locking position to the releasing position in response to 
movement of the knob axially toward the first and second hinge members and then rotation of 
the knob about the axis, and a rotation limiter (6) configured to limit the amount that the knob is 
able to rotate each time the knob is moved along the axis toward the first and second hinge 
members. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-15 and 18-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The other cited prior art references show the general structure of applicant's 
invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conununications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre' L. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (9:30 am - 6 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Andre L. Jackson 
Patent Examiner 
AU 3677 
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